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World’s green building organisation partners with leading
Australian low carbon research — agreement signed

The World Green Building Council (WorldGBC)* and Australia’s leading organisation working
towards building sustainable communities — the Cooperative Research Centre for Low Carbon Living
(CRCLCL) — have signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to take a global step towards
defining ‘low’ to ‘no’ carbon cities in our world.

The three year CRCLCL ‘Closing the Loop’ project — supported by leading industry partners
Brookfield Multiplex, HASSELL and AECOM — will connect a wealth of existing evidence with front-
end decision makers through better business case analysis, professional education, practical tools
and guidelines.

“’Closing the Loop’ will help global industries create built environments to positively impact people’s
health, wellbeing and productivity whilst improving the building industry’s environmental
performance,” CRCL Chief Executive Officer, Scientia Professor Deo Prasad AOQ, said of the signing.

“Collaborating with the World Green Building Council provides our project team with a unique
opportunity to tap into the global leadership and significant knowledge that already exists
throughout the world, thanks to the Council.”

The WorldGBC will support the CRCLCL by designating staff to help coordinate the project, opening
an ongoing dialogue with the CRC, identifying overlaps and areas for future collaboration. This will
provide information for reports, materials and promoting collateral within the global building
community.

‘Closing the Loop’ members have been involved in WorldGBC’s ‘Health Wellbeing and Productivity in
Offices’ report, through participation in the project Technical Committee and by providing ongoing
dialogue, content review and feedback on proposed metrics, whilst helping to promote the report’s
findings.

“With up to 90 per cent of a company’s costs spent on salaries and benefits, even modest
improvements to staff health and productivity can have a dramatic impact on organisational
profitability. ‘Closing the Loop’ will enhance our understanding of the health, wellbeing and
productivity implications of building design so that we can create environments that positively
encourage health and wellbeing and stimulate productivity,” the WorldGBC’s Chief Executive, Jane
Henley concluded.
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*The World Green Building Council

The World Green Building Council connects a global coalition of more than 100 national Green
Building Councils and their 27,000 member companies with a single mission: to transform the
building industry and ensure our buildings and cities are healthy, efficient, productive and
sustainable.

http://www.worldgbc.org

About the CRC for Low Carbon Living Ltd

The CRC for Low Carbon Living (CRCLCL) is a national research and innovation hub that supports
Australian industry to be globally competitive in the low carbon built environment sector.

It brings together property, planning, engineering and policy organisations with leading Australian
researchers. CRCLCL develops new social, technological and policy tools for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions in the built environment.

A key aim of the CRCLCL is to help cut Australia’s residential and commercial carbon emissions by 10
mega tonnes by 2020, which is the environmental equivalent of taking 2.3 million cars off the road
each year. This will be achieved through developing low carbon building construction materials and
increasing the evidence base for government policy and planning, among other measures. Australia
has set greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets of 25 per cent by 2020 and 80 per cent by 2050
compared with 2000 levels.

When the 2020 carbon reduction targets are met, the CRCLCL will have delivered a direct benefit of
$250 million per year to the economy, while reducing risk to the $150 billion per year construction
industry as it adjusts to a carbon-constrained economy.

Ultimately the CRCCLC will help unlock barriers to cost-effective carbon reduction opportunities,
empower communities and facilitate the widespread adoption of integrated renewable energy. This
will enable the sector to transition and contribute to Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions targets
while maintaining industry competitiveness and improving quality of life.

It is supported by the Cooperative Research Centres program, an Australian Government initiative.
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